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For seventeen years, Preservation Oklahoma, Inc. has worked to call

attention to endangered historic places throughout the state. The annual

list routinely recognizes both specific properties, such as the Mayo Hotel in

Tulsa, and statewide entries, such as historic downtowns or barns, that
represent Okl ahomads complex heritage a
2011 Okl ahomads Mo st Endangered Hi st or
tradition with twelve entries, some familiar and some making their initial
appearance.

This yeards |ist covers various aspect s
American and African American history to the architectural genius of

O

Bruce Goff. The 2011 Most Endangered Places list also represents larger
preservation issues including threats to archaeological sites, recognition of
the historical significance of mid  -twentieth century architecture, and the
often long and arduous journey from recognition to successful restoration.

I n addition to this yeards I|ist, Preserv
on properties from previous years including great successes and a few

unfortunate losses. Hopefully these serve as a reminder of what can so

quickly disappear, as well as evidence of what incredible things can be

accomplished when Oklahomans work together to care for our historic

and cultural resources.



A frequent mention on the
Endangered List is the category of

churches, and this

includes a particularly strong
example: the First Presbyterian
Church of Atoka. Presbyterian
missionaries first appeared in the
Atoka area in the 1840s and by
1883 the Presbyterian Church was
established in the region. In 1897,
the congregation built a wood
frame meetinghouse on the
outskirts of town, which they utilized
until 1907.

The current church site was
acquired and construction begun
on this version of the church in
1912. It was completed in 1913. The
church was designed and
constructed by the Faudree
brothers - notable, local
contractors who are associated
with several prominent historic
buildings in Atoka. The First
Presbyterian Church of Atoka is an
architecturally distinct building, the
lone example of a Romanesque
Revival-style church in Atoka
County. This particular church is
further enhanced by  characteristics

associated with the Arts and Crafts
style that emerged in the first part
of tyeaveemtiéihscentutly.i s t

Membership in the congregation

of First Presbyterian grew through
the 1930s. But by 1962 the church
counted only 46 members. Similarly
to many churches around the

state, the drop in membership
combined with the cost of
maintaining the structure led the

church to close its doors
permanently in the 1990s.

A private owner hopes to see the
property restored, but issues with
costs, <conflicts over
encroachments on abutting
properties, and recent rumors that
the site would make a suitable
parking lot for neighboring
businesses has the community
concerned. Organization and
advocacy are needed to see that
this architectural gem in

downt own Atoka isnot






Another new entry for the 2011
list is the Midland Valley Office
Building in Muskogee. Muskogee
was home to the first Oklahoma
station of the Midland Valley
Railroad, an early and significant
contributor to the Oklahoma oil
industry, although the Muskogee
line initially involved

transportation of coal from Ft.

Smith, Arkansas to Wichita,
Kansas. This line was chartered in
1903, completed in 1906, and

achieved its greatest success
with construction of a spur from

Muskogee to Jenks to capitalize

on the Glen Pool oil deposit.

The Midland Valley Railroad
peaked as a passenger line in
the 1920s but began to decline in

the 1930s due to competition

from better -established lines and
the effects of the Great
Depression. The Muskogee
Company acquired outright

ownership of the line in 1930 and
transferred to the Texas and
Pacific Railroad (a subsidiary of

the Missouri Pacific Railroad) in
1967.

In 1998, the city of Muskogee
purchased the old Midland
Valley Depot, a Mission -style
structure built in 1917, and
restored it for the purpose of
housing the Three Rivers Museum
(pictured top right), which
celebrates the history and
development of the Three Rivers
region; however, the office
building remains empty.

A recent purchase by the
Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame
(already known to be a good

steward to historic buildings, as in
the case of their headquarters in
the Frisco Freight Depot), holds
out hope for this building that
orders from the city that it be
demolished as a dilapidated

structure will not come to pass.






The historic home at 1600 NW 16th Street was nominated by a concerned

individual, remembering its once  -grand and glamorous appearance and

now watching the property deteriorate, even as the historic
neighborhood around it experiences a renaissance. This house is

embl ematic of so many historic homes ac
that are at risk of being lost purely to the passage of time and the

challenges faced by the average property owner.

This home, like thousands of others, is located in a national Register District;
in this case, the Gatewood East Historic District. Contrary to popular belief,
not every National Register District is replete with immaculately restored
and maintained homes, and designation is accompanied by neither easy
access to funding for restoration, nor regulation to ensure that homes are
maintained and preserved. The few resources available, such as tax

O

incentives and grants, are generally not open to private home owners.
1600 NW 16th Street is a prime example of this, as the years have wiped
away architectural detail and left boarded -up windows hidden by
overgrowth. State laws and local regulations related to the demolition of
buildings considered to be dilapidated pose a danger to homes such as

this.

Despite the resurgence of the nearby Plaza District, and a good deal of
preservation going on in surrounding areas, there are few safety nets in
place to catch such a charming, but tragically typical, historic home.
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Another common theme on the
Endangered List has been the

challenge faced by school
buildings, and that continues
today. Douglass High School

(Page -Woodson), the first African
American educational institution
in Oklahoma City, was founded
in March, 1891. Initially, Douglass
High School was in a two -story
wooden frame building on West
California  Street. After that
building burned down in 1903, a
limestone structure was erected
on Reno Avenue, but that
building ultimately proved
inadequate for the needs of the
students and staff.

In the 1920s, Douglass High
School moved into the Lowell
School, a formerly all -white
educational institution built in
1910. The school boasted
renowned staff and alumni,

including well -known author J.H.
Brazelton, who served as
instructor and principal, and
noted Oklahoma City musician
Zelia Breaux, who served for
many years as music educator

and later became the first
female president of the
Oklahoma Association of Negro
Teachers. Breauxs
E. Page, long time president of
Langston University and integral
contributor to the development
of African American educational
institutions in Oklahoma City, also
worked at Douglass for a time.
Alumni include author Ralph
Ellison and musicians Charlie
Christian and Jimmy Rushing.

As the only African American
high school in Oklahoma City,
Douglass rapidly became
overcrowded. In 1954, the high
school moved to a new building
and Douglass became the Page -
Woodson Fifth Grade Center, but
closed permanently in 1994  and
has been vacant ever since
Recent redevelopment proposals
for the site have yet to
materialize.

The longer this impressive building
sits empty with no planned use,
the greater the danger that it will
be lost grows.
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Another educational site of great concern to the preservation community is
Chilocco Indian School |, established in 1884 north of modern day Ponca City.
Chilocco was one of the first off  -reservation boarding schools constructed by
the federal government for the purpose of assimilating Native American youth

by removing them from the influence of Indian culture.

From its opening until the 1930s, Chilocco operated under a military -style
model devised by U.S. Army officer Richard Pratt at the Carlisle Indian
School in Pennsylvania. Much of the early curriculum focused on vocational
pursuits such as carpentry, printing, and stock raising. By 1927, Chilocco
offered fully accredited classes through the twelfth grade, and even raised its

own unit of the Oklahoma National Guard 0 Company C, 180th Infantry, 45th
Infantry Division. Eventually, over 100 buildings were erected on the Chilocco
campus, including dormitories, vocational shops, and a hospital.

O

Enrollment at the school grew steadily until the 1950s when it reached
roughly 1,300 students from over 120 tribal affiliations. During the 1960s,
enrollment fell off sharply as cultural and policy shifts moved away from

the notion of assimilation and toward self -determination for tribes.
Chilocco ceased operations as an educational center in 1980 and was
awarded to five tribes 0 the Kaw, Ponca, Otoe -Missouri, Pawnee, and
Tonkawa. The facilities largely have been vacant since that time.

Chilocco was added to the National Register in 2006. Efforts are underway

to have Chilocco designated a National Historic Landmark, and the non -
profit Chilocco Benefit Association seeks to raise the estimated 4.3 million
dollars needed for rehabilitation of this large, challenging, but invaluable
piece of Oklahomads history.
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Two more returnees to the
Endangered Places List are a pair
of structures associated with
Bruce Goff, a nationally iconic
figure in the history of
architecture. The first of these is
the Tulsa Club Building , designed
relatively wearly
The Tulsa Club is an Art-Deco
style building completed in 1927
during the height of skyscraper
construction in Tulsa, when the
city was known as the Oil Capital
of the World.

Construction of the eleven -story
building emerged from a joint
effort between the Tulsa Club
and the Tulsa Chamber of
Commerce. The first five stories of
the building were occupied by
Chamber of Commerce offices
while the upper six stories, and
rooftop garden, were home to
the Tulsa Club. The floors
occupied by the Tulsa Club
included dining halls, dormitories,
a gymnasium, and various
lounges and libraries. The top
floor also housed the Sky Terrace,
utilized for special luncheons and

capable of seating around 100
people.

For decades, the Tulsa Club
represented one of the primary
gathering pl aces
wealthy elite. The recent past has
nothedn kirdd 40 the kauitdiage the.
Tulsa Club folded and the
building was vacated in 1994,
becoming home to animals and
squatters and is deteriorating
rapidly. A California developer
purchased the building but
initiated no restorative action
while allowing fines and taxes to
mount beyond the worth of the
building. The City of Tulsa began
foreclosure proceedings in 2009
and the building has suffered
through numerous fires, most
recently in October 2010. While a
local developer recently has
been identified to purchase and
rehabilitate the building, the
outcome of battles over
foreclosure, and the resources
that will be needed to restore
something so badly damaged,
remains unclear.
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The second entry associated with Bruce Goff is Hopewell Baptist Church in
Edmond. Drafted by Goff during his tenure as Dean of the School of
Architecture at the University of Oklahoma and completed in 1951,
Hopewell Baptist Church is a wonderful example of architectural
bricolage 0 a French term for the use of ready -made material for purposes
other than their original intent. Materials utilized included scrap metal,
pieces of oil drilling pipe, and locally harvested fieldstone. Decorative
elements included a chandelier crafted from aluminum cake pans.
Additionally, the conical, tepee -style design of the church paid homage

to the Native American heritage of the area. Hopewell is also notable for

its erection by volunteers from the
Chairman of the Board of Deacons. The eclectic church was featured in a
1955 TI ME magazine article and named
Oklahoma Baptist General Convention in 1959.

O

Attendance has declined since the 19
forced to abandon the building as a meetinghouse due to severe leaking

and other maintenance issues and moved in to a neighboring structure.

The state of Oklahoma condemned the building shortly thereafter for the
presence of asbestos installed in the 1970s. This condemnation actually
may have saved the building, as the cost of abatement prevented the
congregation from following through on a plan to demolish the church.

A significant amount of research has been done on what is needed for

the rehabilitation of the church, with much assistance from Elliott and
Associates Architects. But the congregation and recently -established
Hopewell Heritage Foundation face a long battle. Significant fundraising

will be needed to see this iconic building returned to its original condition,

and restored as an inspirational centerpiece for the community.

cong

o0 RuU

8 00 ¢



17



